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STORY OF THE OMIYA BONSAI VILLAGE
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A group of professional bonsai gardeners from Tokyo migrated to Saitama
after the Great Kanto Earthquake in 1923, in search of spacious land,
fresh air, and water suitable for creating bonsai. Omiya Bonsai Village
was established in 1925. Upon its founding, the Village had four
residence requirements:

1. Possession of 10 or more bonsai 2. Agreeing to open their gardens
to the public 3. No two-story houses 4. The use of hedges as live
fencing

The tranquil scenery of the Omiya Bonsai Village has been preserved since the time it was established.
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KATO Saburo (1915-2008)

Saburo Kato was the third generation owner of Mansei-en who also served as
Chairman of the World Bonsai Friendship Federation, and played an active role as
executive committee chairman of the first World Bonsai Convention. He has also
created a number of masterpieces of Ezo-matsu (Ezo Spruce) bonsai amongst these
his forest style and rock grown bonsai are superb.
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THE OMIYA BONSAI ART MUSEUM, SAITAMA
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2-24-3 Toro-cho Kita-ku Saitama City, Saitama 331-0804 Japan
T331-0804 BERT Ve FMItXL2H 2-24-3 Phone 048-780-2091 http://www.bonsai-art-museum.jp

Opened in 2010, the Omiya Bonsai Art Museum is the world’s first publicly run
museum dedicated to bonsai art.

It boasts a collection of more than 120 bonsai masterpieces and bonsai-related
artifacts such as bonsai pots, miniature landscape stone called suiseki, books and
woodblock prints, etc.

Selected in accordance with the four seasons, about 70 pots of bonsai are always
displayed in the garden and in the gallery.
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APPRECIATING BONSAI. LOOK HERE!
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Study the front. Ef%zREHD

Also, take note of the following:
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Jin, Shari

Shohaku bonsai and other old types of trees sometimes partially
decay on their trunks and branches yet still maintain their shapes.
‘The bare-stripped part of the branch is known as “Jin,” while the
barkless portion is called “Shari.” The coexistence of both life and
death, God and Buddha are orchestrated inside the bonsai por,
creating a more profound view of the world in the bonsai.
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OMIYA BONSAI VILLAGE GARDENS K& 24RO 7% 3R E
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Q Toju-en BEfHE
247, Bonsai-cho,
Kita-ku Saitama City,
Saitama, 331-0805, Japan
Phone 048-663-3899

T331-0805
SV ETAKARET 247

The garden has held a bonsai class
for general visitors since 1966, so
that even novices can easily enjoy
the cultivation of bonsai. The
famous garden maintains many
Shohaku Bonsai of various sizes
and has turned out a large number
of prominent bonsai gardeners.
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96, Bonsai-cho,
Kita-ku Saitama City,
Saitama, 331-0805, Japan
Phone 048-666-2400
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It is famous as the “The Garden of
Deciduous Trees” and “The Garden
of Forest Style.” With its hanamono
(flowering) trees and mimono
(fruit-bearing) trees which can be
enjoyed throughout the four seasons
and its forest scenery, the garden is
highly regarded both in Japan and

overseas.
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O Kyuka-en NEE
131, Bonsai-cho,
Kita-ku Saitama City,
Saitama, 331-0805, Japan
Phone 048-663-0423
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The second oldest garden in the
Omiya Bonsai Village, it is famous
for its development of tools, such as
developing shears specifically for
bonsai. Projecting a natural appear-
ance without the use of wires, their
particular style of bonsai has
attracted a large number of fans
from both in Japan and overseas.

KERBRMH T2HHH L, @&
BN GR D B FE % Ll O
BRET A% &2t o
IR 88 % 513 M3 AR 2 4
3 D7 7%,


大石 　麻衣

大石 　麻衣
z


BONSAI TREE CARE BASICS
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| Guide for Watering | X ) DH%

Spring: Once a day, evenly distributed throughout.

Summer: 2 to 3 times a day, with copious amounts in the morning and
evening. Be careful about water drainage.

Autumn: Once a day.

Winter: About once every 2 to 3 days in the afternoon.
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| Placement | &34}

The basic approach is to keep the bonsai plant in a well-ventilated outdoor spot which receives lots of
sunlight. Rather than placing the bonsai pot directly on the ground, the ideal location is on a shelf
situated 60cm or more off the ground. Avoid strong sunlight in summer and place the pot under the

eaves on days with snowfall.
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| Repotting | #ifl 2352

Shohaku Bonsai (Shimpaku and Goyo-matsu) should be repotted once
every several years. Momiji (Japanese Maple), Keyaki (Japanese Zelkova),
and other types of Zoki Bonsai are repotted roughly once every year. The

plant maintains its health by growing in new soil.
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| Pruning and Wireing | 3§5& - $H4x 87

Shaping the bonsai plant by cutting away unnecessary twigs and boughs
not only serves to maintain its overall appearance, it also helps it to
flourish by increasing ventilation and exposure to sunlight. In addition,
gracefully shaping the branches using wire to create the desired form of

the tree is one of the true joys of bonsai gardening.
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| Decorating | i h £+

Finally, you are eager to decorate your bonsai tree as the interior in
your house. It willl allow you to enjoy a sense of seasonality and

enrich your life.
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Shohaku (Shimpaku and Goyo-matsu)

Mimono (fruit-bearing trees)
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BONSAI THROUGHOUT THE FOUR SEASONS
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Zoki (deciduous trees) K
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Hanamono (flowering trees)
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OMIYA BONSAI VILLAGE MAP
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Shosetsu-en
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‘The Omiya Bonsai Art Museum, Saitama
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O Seikou-en SEEE
268, Bonsai-cho,
Kita-ku Saitama City,
Saitama, 331-0805, Japan
Phone 048-663-3931
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Tz ETILXARAT 268

It was founded during the Kaei
period (1848-54) in Edo. The
garden presents both traditional
techniques as well as a new form
called Saika Bonsai. Its bonsai trees
on which many have honed their
skills as bonsai gardeners fascinate
large numbers of people.
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O Mansei-en E#
285, Bonsai-cho,
Kita-ku Saitama City,
Saitama, 331-0805, Japan
Phone 048-871-9255
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Maintaining a continuing presence
since its opening in 1925 when the
Omiya Bonsai Village itself was
established, the garden is one of the
most famous gardens in Japan. It
has turned out a variety of famous
bonsai creations, including Ezo-mat-
su (Ezo Spruce) and other types of
Sosaku (creative) Bonsai.
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O Shosetsu-en #FH
2-640, Higashionari-cho,
Kita-ku Saitama City,
Saitama, 331-0814, Japan
Phone 048-664-5332

T331-0814
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The garden was opened after its
founder apprenticed at the Toju-en
Garden. It currently sponsors bonsai
classes with “Beauty in Space” as
the theme and established the
Ceramic Art Foundation. It produc-
es powerful bonsai creations with
its solid techniques.
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